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Tending the Master’s
Vineyard
As most of you know, Father Caserta recently marked his 70th
Anniversary Celebration of Ordination and despite several
inches of snow, many parishioners from Cincinnati, northern
Kentucky, and Piqua were in attendance at the 10:30 Mass at
St. Boniface on March 1. Fr. Charles Caserta, Fr. Ed Shine, Fr.
David Vincent, and Fr. Tom Bolte were concelebrants of the
Mass, which was followed by a carry-in luncheon at the Caserta Center. This was the culmination of a beautiful week of
celebration with the children of Piqua Catholic honoring Father with cards and singing, followed by Father’s special
blessing and the sharing of his anniversary cake. Father has an
amazing ability to remember the children’s names even as they
change and grow!
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I had the pleasure of talking with Father at his kitchen table as
he reflected on his 70 years of service to the Lord. He said,
The Reason for the Season . . .
“My parents both came over from Sicily, but didn’t meet until
they moved to Piqua. At Ellis Island, they told my father to
THANK YOU! — FR. ANG!
change his name from Carmello to Caserta.” Father notes that
his happy childhood, growing up with six brothers and four sisters raised by parents Charles and
Nancy, helped prepare him for the priesthood. “My parents were devout Catholics, and I thought of
the priesthood many times from the second grade on.” He graduated as valedictorian from Piqua
Catholic High School in 1936. He then worked in his father’s business, “Caserta’s” — an iconic
neighborhood bar, restaurant, and catering business for one year. He honed his people skills there, and
that experience would be invaluable in his vocation, “I learned how to deal with and meet people.”
In 1937 he entered St. Gregory College Seminary in Mt. Washington where he studied philosophy for
4 years, earning his bachelor’s degree. He then went on to attend Mt. St.
Mary Seminary in Norwood studying theology for 4 years. Father noted that,
“Back then Latin was required. It isn’t now. Another change is that now it is Inside this issue:
part of the seminarian preparation to be assigned to a parish for one year, Parish Activities
2-3
and that is a good idea.” Father was chosen to study at the Catholic Univer- School News
4
sity of America in Washington, D.C. for 6 weeks where he “learned how to Welcome Johannes Bolte 5
preach.” His education continued when he was chosen by the Archbishop to World Marriage Day
6
study in Rome for 2 years. It came in handy that his parents spoke Italian in
7
his childhood while learning to speak English. All of his classes in Rome Divine Mercy Sunday
8
however, were taught in Latin. Father Angelo Caserta was ordained on Feb. Ordination Anniversaries
8
9
Mos./Christ
in
Womb
24, 1945, just a few months before WWII ended.
8
Sr. Joan Clare Brunch
Father wore many hats throughout his priesthood. He taught mathematics at CCD Update
9
St. Gregory College Seminary and later was appointed to be Secretary to the
9
Retrouvaille Program
Rector. His responsibilities were to manage correspondence between the
10
New Church/Dominica
Rector and various Bishops of the students. He managed the records of the
11
Parish Notes
students respective to their dioceses. (Continued on Page 5)
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Parish Activities
The St. Mary Parish Festival will be Friday, June 5
(6-11 p.m.); Saturday, June 6 (3-11 p.m.); and
Sunday, June 7 (1:30-7:30 p.m.)
Carnival rides, cake booth, Kiddieland, Pony Rides (Saturday),
Bingo (Saturday and Sunday),
Corn Hole Tournament (Sunday),
games of chance, and food. Save
the dates and come with your family for a great week-end of fun!!
Senior Breakfast: 2015 High School Graduates
who are Parish Members of St. Boniface and St.
Mary and their parents will be invited to a special
Mass and breakfast on Sunday, May 17, to honor
them. The 9 a.m. Mass at St. Mary will be offered
for them, and breakfast will follow in the school
cafeteria.

mended our parishes for the 25 years we have
had perpetual adoration and encouraged parishioners to consider signing up for an hour of adoration.
As a result over 60 new individuals
signed-up to help with Eucharistic Adoration.
Discussion groups using the “Sunday by Sunday
for the Gospel” pamphlet were held at different
locations hosted and led by parishioners from
both parishes.
Coffee and Doughnuts: Hosted by various parish organizations were held the first Sunday of
the month September through May. They will
resume in the fall. Thank you to all for attending
and sharing fellowship.
Prayer Partners: Coordinated by AFF, thirtyfive individuals partnered with Confirmation
students and RCIA candidates/catechumens to
pray for them during their formation period.

St. Mary Altar Society:

Future activities:

St. Mary Family Life:

St. Mary Altar Society had a membership campaign in January and now have eighty-one registered members. And more are welcome. We recently had a very successful dessert sale at the Fish Fry on
Feb. 27th. Thanks to all who donated,
worked, and purchased the desserts. It
couldn't have been done without your
help! Some of our funds are being used to purchase a new heavy duty vacuum cleaner for the
church. And members are now making plans for
the St. Mary/St. Boniface Combination Dinner
which will be held Apr. 23rd in the St. Mary Cafeteria.
All ladies of both parishes are invited. Watch the bulletin for further details.

Adult Faith Formation Commission:
Past activities:
Lent: Members of the Adult Faith
Formation assisted in leading Stations of the Cross at 7:00 PM Thursday evenings at St. Mary and 2:00
PM Sunday afternoons at St. Boniface.
As a Lenten mission, Fr. Larry Villone spoke at all
weekend Masses March 7 and 8 on the importance
of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration. He com-

St. Joseph Table: In honor of
St. Joseph the Worker, (May
1), parishioners are asked to
donate nonperishable food
items for the Bethany Center
food pantry at all Masses May
2rd and 3rd.
“Prayer & Liturgy: Bedrock of Our Daily
Living in Christ” Retreat: As his final project
for the Lay Pastoral Program, Jim Niswonger has
organized a half day retreat led by Sister Joyce
Zimmerman for all members of parish Liturgical
Ministries (Greeters, Lectors, Readers, Adult
Servers, Extraordinary Eucharistic Ministers,
Choir members, RCIA Team members & Parish
Staff members) for Saturday, May 9th at the
Downing St. Campus. Check-in and registration
will begin at 8:30 AM and the retreat will be
from 9:00-noon.
Pentecost (May 25): Parishioners can remember
their Confirmation by wearing a nametag with
their Confirmation name on it. Red balloons will
again decorate the churches.
The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both St. Boniface and
St. Mary parishes:. If interested in joining or
questions concerning activities, please contact
Barb Kohl, 773-9205.
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Parish Activities Continued
St. B./St. M. Mission Committee: Many times I am asked, "What is the Mission Committee, and
what does it do?" "What does it cost to be a member?" The Mission Committee is a group of people that
meet several times during the year and have fundraisers for two (2) missions and our twinning project in
Dominica. It does not cost a cent for you to join. We do not have dues.
What MISSIONS do you support? These two (2) missions are supported with monetary donations.
Ted and Maruja Gutmann in Chile & Sister Sarah Mulligan in Guatemala
What do you do for the TWINNING with St. John/St. Louis in Dominica? The donations for twinning are
used to financially help parish members that would like to be a member of the Twinning Team — a little
financial help to send him/her to visit Dominica in 2016. Also, funds raised are used when members of
St. John/St. Louis’ Twinning Team visit us, for example — taking them on tours, some meals, etc. We DO
NOT send monetary donations to Dominica like we do the two (2) missions.
.
What FUNDRAISERS do you have?
1. Desserts for the first & last Lenten Fish Fries; delicious, homemade desserts for $1.00/serving.
2. Religious Booths at both church festivals; religious items
donated by parishioners are complimentary & are also raffled
off every hour free-of-charge. A container is available for
freewill donations.
3. Annual Rummage Sale (baked goods & lunch stand) at the
Caserta Center in July; this year’s dates are July 11 & 12.
Lots of donations will be needed, and much help is needed for
set-up on July 10 and tear-down on Sunday.
4. Annual Raffle in October; the first year two (2) rosaries made from the roses of Fr. Tom Grilliot’s
Funeral were raffled; last year’s raffle prizes were a quilt, Noah’s Ark picture, and a wood etching —
all donated by three (3) members of our parishes; and this year, two (2) rosaries made from the roses at
Fr. Caserta’s 70th Ordination Anniversary Celebration will be raffled off. Fr. Caserta was generous
to let us do this. We will even have him bless the rosaries.
5. Giving Trees for Christmas; envelopes for donations to our Mission or Twinning Projects are placed on
the Giving Tree at both parishes
6. Aluminum Can Collection Contact Don/Gloria Stonerock (773-2400) to arrange pick-up.
Who can join the Mission Committee? Anyone from both parishes can join the committee. You can be an
active or inactive member. The active member comes to the meetings and helps with functions. The inactive member does not attend meetings but is called upon to help with Mission Committee activities. If you
would like to join the Mission Committee, contact any member or come to the meetings and see if it's
what you're looking for. If you don't know any member, please call Don or Gloria Stonerock at 773-2400,
and they will be glad to talk with you. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the people that
have donated monetarily, religious items, baked goods, raffle items, or volunteered in any way. I'm very
proud of this group and all the people of both parishes for the support you give us. This group works very
hard, and I'm very thankful for them. God Bless Everyone!! Don Stonerock

St. Boniface Family Life:
The annual St. Boniface Day Celebration will be held on Thursday, June 4, at the Dining
Hall/Fountain Park. The members of both parishes are invited to join in the celebration
of the feast of St. Boniface. Watch the bulletin for additional information.
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School News—CFEL—PCS—LHS
With spring in the air, there are many exciting things to report from the preschool.
This winter the students have been learning about robots, buildings, clothing, wind,
science, math, and other special activities. Through small group, large group, and
structured choice time, the children develop their general knowledge, language
skills, socialization skills, and fine motor/gross motor skills! In addition to the activities the teachers do with the children in class, we also try to incorporate outside
experiences. In January, we took a field trip to Sunset Drycleaners to see how clothing is cleaned. On March 18, the prekindergarten took a field trip to the Piqua City Building where they
met the City Engineer and sat in the chairs in Chambers. In March, we held parent teacher conferences.
The teachers are very proud of the progress the children have made over the school year.
We have also partnered with the Lehman Teen Leadership Corps for the Double Dash. The Sidney
event was held on March 21, but there is still time to register for the Piqua event on April 25 th. This is a
family friendly event, similar to a Color Run. Same day registration is available, but shirts will be limited. Contact the preschool for more information at 773-3876.
Registration for next school year is going very well with most of our classes almost full! If you or
someone you know is interested in our preschool program for children ages 3-5, we would love to hear
from you. Contact the preschool at 773-3876 to schedule a school tour and learn about the enrollment
process. The staff is excited about all of the wonderful things we have planned with our students and
families and hope that everyone has a springtime filled with many blessings. Sincerely, Ms . Jenni

Piqua Catholic School:

Registration is now underway for the 2015-2016 school year. Registration
packets are available at the school office or can be
mailed. Kindergarten screening for incoming students
is scheduled for April 17. Please call the office (7731564) to schedule a time or for more information.

Congratulations To All of Our
8th Grade, High School,
& College Graduates

Out of the Past:
Cavaliers of the 4th Quarter
1991:Jennie Burns, Andy Francis, Megan Blake, Katie
Erbes, Matt Nickol, Leesa Miller, Eric Sweetman, Tim
Garrett, Rachel Buechter, Jennifer Peltier
1992:B.J. McDade, Ryan Hayes, Beth Palmer, Megan Jordan, Courtney Koehl, Colleen LeFevre, Nicole Schneider, Josh Grissom
1993:Marie Caulfield, Jeremy Josefovsky, Becky Carnes,
Nick Henne, Michelle Mikolajewski, Angela Spain,
Beth Palmer, Amanda McMillan, Amanda Peltier
Reprinted from Piqua Catholic Newsletter

7th Grade Girls’ Basketball Team
Undefeated in Conference & Tournament Play.

Annual Easter Egg
Hunt/Scramble
Easter Sunday
Following the 10:30am Mass
Caserta Activity Center
The children of both parishes
and visitors —
up to & including the 3rd grade —
are invited to join in the fun!!!
Watch the bulletin for more details.
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Welcome To Johannes Bolte
Fr. Tom’s cousin’s son, Johannes, will be visiting the U.S. in March, April, and
May. He is 26 years old and recently received his Master’s Degree in Education
from the University of Oldenburg in Germany. This fall, he will teach high school
math and chemistry in Germany; so he wants to experience the schools in America. He will be staying with Fr. Tom’s sister’s family but also for a time at the St.
Mary/St. Boniface Parish Rectory. During that time, he will volunteer at Piqua
Catholic School, visit Lehman High School, and travel on the weekends with Fr.
Tom’s nieces/nephews. He is excited to visit Piqua. If you see him at Church,
please welcome him. His English is good; but for those who speak German, he
might enjoy a conversation in German.
Reason for the Season— Continued From Page 1: He went on to become Dean of Collegians, making

sure that students were “living up to the rules.” At Mt. St. Mary, he became Dean of Men and Treasurer of
the Seminary. He was in charge of personnel that saw to upkeep of buildings, ordering food, as well as
keeping financial records.
He was assigned his as pastor in June of 1970, St. Lawrence Parish of Cincinnati. He remained there until
1984 when he became of the Pastor of St. Boniface. He has served St. Boniface parish in recent years with
the title of Retired Clergy, Assistance. All together, he has been serving the Piqua community for the past
31 years, experiencing all of life’s joys and sorrows with us! He highlighted just a few examples of his
many varied experiences as a parish priest. During his tenure at St. Lawrence, he was awakened by a
phone call around midnight. The caller urged Father to meet him in 15 minutes. Father remembers, “This
was back in the time before cell phones so I left a quick note on my bed in case I came up missing.” The
man was waiting on the porch and gave Father instructions to transport him to another location in Western
Hills. He states, “The circumstances were such; He had entered the house and violated the woman, took
her to his residence, but left her bound and blind folded in the trunk of his car.” Father proceeded to move
her to his back seat and take her to the emergency room. The assailant’s mother eventually turned him in
to the police.” Father noted, “I am sure that I saved her life.” Father was hounded by the media, and had to
use a secret entrance to testify before the grand jury.
Father has had many joyful experiences and one in particular was offering Mass at St. Gregory’s Seminary. One Sunday when he came to the Consecration, saying “Take and eat, this is My Body- it felt as if I
was totally weightless and did not have a body yet I was totally aware that I was being lifted up.” The
same thing happened the following week at St. Columban Church, Loveland, Ohio, with the Consecration
of the wine. “The total presence of the Lord was the greatest thing that ever happened to me or could ever
happen to anyone.”
Father has also had the great experience of being in the presence of healing. A dramatic example is of a
woman who had learned she had a rare type of cervical cancer after the birth of her child. The specialist
said it was so rare that her lab results had not been read correctly for some period of time. The specialist
had only seen 8 cases, and just one had survived. During her second surgery she prayed on the phone with
Father because he was out of state. She remembers, “I broke out in a sweat and I felt like I was talking to
God. Father said that he would not be surprised if the cancer was gone.” The surgeon was mystified to
find that the cancer was indeed completely gone.
Father wants us to remember that priests become counselors who can give Christian advice on living, loving, and giving. “The heart of the priest reaches out to all, regardless of age, race, creed, or past sins.
Many non-Catholics call to discuss matters of life and family.”
Father’s gift to the parish, Blessed Rosaries, are available in the rectory. Also, it is never too late to send a
card to Father or to make a donation to Piqua Catholic Tuition Assistance or the Piqua Catholic Center for
Early Learning in his honor. It is a great way to say thank you for his 70 years of service!
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World Marriage Day
World Marriage Day: The idea of celebrating marriage began in Baton Rouge, La., in
1981, when couples encouraged the Mayor, the Governor and the Bishop to proclaim St.
Valentines Day as "We Believe in Marriage Day". The event was so successful, the idea
was adopted by Worldwide Marriage Encounter's National Leadership.
By 1982, 43 Governors officially proclaimed the day, and celebrations spread to U.S. military bases in several foreign countries. In 1983, the name was changed to "World Marriage
Day", designated to be celebrated each year on the second Sunday in February. In 1993, his Holiness,
Pope John Paul II, imparted his Apostolic Blessings on World Marriage Day. WMD celebrations continue to grow and spread to more countries and faith expressions every year.
On February 14 & 15, our parishes honored the following anniversary couples, who received flowers and a
special blessing:

10:30am Mass at St. Boniface Church
Brent & Tracy McKinney – 25
David & Rosanne Grunkemeyer – 50
Forrest (Amos) & Carol Johns – 50
Mark & Melissa Safreed – 25

5pm Mass at St. Mary Church
David & Julia Galbreath – 40
Doug & Marilyn Carey – 40
Gary & Kim Weiser – 25
Gerald & Connie Mertz – 40
John & Dorothy DeBlase – 60

Engaged Couples Were Also Recognized
12:00pm Mass at St. Mary Church
Justin Everett & Montana Coonrod 9/5/15
Doug Schutte & Sonya Olszewski 6/20/15

Congratulations to ALL
Of Our Anniversary/Engaged Couples
60: Tom & Peggy Cheney, Jerry & Pauline Weinschenk
50: Robert & Phyllis Went, Tom & Joyce Murray,
Jim & Linda Hemmert
40: Mike & Sally Maniaci, Dennis & Chris Campbell, Sam &
Diane Miller, Terry & Shawn Sharp, Dan & Peggy
Henthorn, Chuck & Nancy Peltier
25: Scott & Christine Latham, Jody & Elizabeth Malone,
Nick & Carol Rigola, Tim & Debra Lahey, Steve & Mary
Brown, Steve & Anita Daniel, Bill & Sharon Semanie
Engaged Couples
Stephen Gicale & Dana Bonar 5/23
Joshua Waugh & Brittany Homan 5/23
Daniel Sands & Sarah Bell 6/6
Justin Couchot & Angela McBride 6/20
Eric Schnieber & Katie Paulin 7/4
Spencer Peltier & Megan Reedy 7/18
Nicholas Harvey & Jacqueline Werling 8/1
Christopher Heiss & Megan Phillips 10/3
Zachary Zabel & Gina Yannielli 5/21/16
Conrad Cresage & Taylor Peltier 6/18/16
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Preparing for Divine Mercy Sunday—April 12
There is a beautiful and simple devotion which is available to Catholics and non-Catholics alike called the
Divine Mercy. This tremendously powerful devotion can do a world of good in a time when it is desperately needed. The devotion was revealed to St. Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun, when Jesus first appeared
to her on Feb. 22, 1931. His appearances and instructions for the Divine Mercy are chronicled in her Diary. A simple way to remember His message is by remembering ABC:

Ask for His Mercy, prayerfully repenting of our sins and asking him to pour His
Mercy upon us and the world; Be merciful, letting it flow through ourselves to
others; Completely trust in Jesus, because the graces of His Mercy are dependent
upon our trust; The more we trust, the more we will receive. These instructions
apply to wherever we are in the liturgical year. The Divine Mercy Chaplet is
meant to be prayed year round.
At the canonization of St. Faustina on April 30, 2000, Blessed Pope John Paul II declared that the Second
Sunday of Easter be called “Divine Mercy Sunday.” He said, “Those who sincerely say “Jesus I trust in
You’ will find comfort in all their anxieties and fears.” In preparation for Divine Mercy Sunday he instructs us to: Pray a Novena of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, starting on Good Friday; Celebrate the Feast
on the Sunday after Easter; Sincerely repent of all of our sins; Place our complete trust in Jesus and His
loving Mercy; Go to confession, preferably before that Sunday; Receive Holy Communion on the day of
the Feast; Venerate the Image of The Divine Mercy; Be merciful and compassionate to others, through our
deeds, words, and prayers on their behalf.
By praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and preparing for Divine Mercy Sunday we obtain special graces.
When we approach Him with trust, the ocean of His Mercy is opened for us and for the world, and our
prayers are most effective for the repentance and conversion of even the most hardened sinners. In speaking to St. Faustina, Jesus spoke the most consoling words concerning someone in critical condition. He
said, “Whoever will recite the Chaplet will receive great Mercy at the hour of death…or when they say
this Chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the dying person, not as a
just Judge, but a Merciful Savior.”
Instructional pamphlets and prayer cards will be available in St. Boniface and St. Mary vestibules on
Good Friday and also in St. Clare’s Chapel. On April 12 at St. Mary, there will be Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament at 2:30pm, praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet together at 3:00pm, followed by Benediction. Saint Pope John Paul II surely was inspired by the Holy Spirit when he spoke these words, “There
is nothing more man needs than Divine Mercy- that love which is benevolent, which is compassionate,
which raises man above his weakness to the infinite heights to the holiness of God.”

Mother’s Day
Father’s Day

(May 10)
(June 14)

Best Wishes To All of
Our MOMs & DADs!!!

Easter Mass
Schedule
St. Boniface
Easter Vigil: 8:45pm,
7:00am, 10:30am
St. Mary
8:00am,10:00am,12:00pm
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Nine Months with Christ in the Womb
Over the next 9 months, from March 25th to December 25th 2015 (Annunciation to Christmas), the Archdiocese is encouraging all Catholics to join in participating in this Respect Life Prayer Campaign. Promoting a consistent ethic of life, this campaign offers a monthly reflection on a different biblical account
during the earliest moments of Christ’s time on earth. Each reflection will discuss the importance of a different social issue such as immigration, death penalty, care for the elderly, concern for the disabled,
etc. Additionally, short weekly reflections will be available for all to prayerfully consider Christ’s fetal
development. We are also asking everyone to pray daily our special prayer to Christ in the
womb. Check out the following website for these reflections: http://www.catholiccincinnati.org/ministries
-offices/family-life/respect-life/respect-life-coordinators/nine-months-with-christ-in-the-womb/.

Prayer to Christ in the Womb
Dear Jesus of the Womb, Most fragile child of Mary’s protection, we look to you as the
youngest image of perfect innocence. We lift up our prayers to you who will save each
of our souls. Just as you entered humanity through this most gentle and helpless state,
now help us to find your presence in the faces of all the gentle and helpless persons of
the earth. Bless us with eyes that see you and ears that hear you: in the presence of the
poor and the outcast, the hungry and the homeless, the condemned and the war-torn,
the elderly and the unborn. May we discover you every day as at Christmas and offer
you our gifts every day as at Epiphany. This we ask of You and the Father, with your
Holy Spirit, and in union with Mary your tender home, Amen.

Brunch to Honor Sister Joan Clare
In honor of Sister Joan Clare
Stewart’s, S.C. upcoming retirement, a fabulous brunch is being
planned for both St. Mary and
St. Boniface parishioners, family and friends on Sunday, June
28, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in
the PCS North Street Campus
cafeteria. Prior to the brunch, a
special Mass for Sister Joan
Clare will be celebrated at 9
a.m. at St. Mary’s Church with
the Rev. Fr. Thomas Bolte as the
main celebrant and special music by Judy Lohnes.
Co-chairpersons Sharon Semanie and Barb Kohl are being assisted by a committee responsible for the preparation of the brunch, decorations, program and special surprises. Reservations will be required in order to plan for
the amount of food needed. Additional information regarding reservations for the June 28th event will be announced in advance.
Please mark your calendars now for this tribute to Sister
Joan Clare who has unselfishly dedicated herself to our
Lord and both parishes over the years.

Happy Ordination
Anniversary
Father Tony Cutcher — May 15
National Federation of Priests’ Councils
333 N. Michigan Ave, #1205, Chicago, Ill.
60601—cutcher@nfpc.org

Father Tom Mannebach — May 15
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
120 S. Eastmoor, New Bremen, 45869
hrpastor@nktelco.net

Father John Tonkin— May 21
Sacred Heart Catholic Church (McCartyville)
9377 St. Rt. 119W, Anna, 45302
fatherjohn@sacredheartohio.org

Father Martin Fox — May 24
St. Remy Catholic Church
108 E. Main, Russia, Ohio 45363

pastor@stremychurch.com

Father Charles Caserta—May 29
Father Thomas Bolte — June 14
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CCD Update
Our Religious Education classes are held every Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 8:00
pm. We have 87 students enrolled in grades K - 8, who are taught by 12 Catechists and
assistants. What a blessing they are!
Our students have reached out to others by collecting toys for the children who come to
Bethany Center. We wanted those children to have a nice Christmas also. We collected
three big boxes of toys for them.
Our students are also given opportunities to participate in spiritual events. We have Reconciliation for all
students during Advent and Lent. During October, we spent time teaching the Rosary, and each child
was given a blessed rosary to take home. Father Tom came to the classes to
bless throats for the feast of St. Blaise; the saint we pray to for protection against choking and diseases of
the throat. During Lent, the students all had the opportunity to pray the Stations of the Cross in church
with Father Tom. On Ash Wednesday, our students participated in the 7 pm Mass by serving, doing the
readings, etc. During this Mass they also donated food for the Bethany Center .
On April 15, we will have an all-student assembly during which each class will do a presentation about
one Saint they have studied. Parents and families will be invited.
At our final class for this year, May 6, we will have a May crowning of our Blessed Mother in Church.
The 8th graders will do the crowning, and all the students will honor Mary in song and prayer.
Our program is very grateful
to the $7 a Month Club
which helps financially provide the budget for the CCD
program materials. We
would love to have more
people join this club. Enclosed with this newsletter is
information about the club
and how you can join.
Thanksgiving Toy Drive to Stock the Christmas Shelves at the Bethany Center.

Retrouvaille Program—A Lifeline for Married Couples
What is the Retrouvaille Program? The word Retrouvaille™ (pronounced re-tro-vi with a
long i.) is a French word meaning rediscovery. The program offers tools needed to rediscover a
loving marriage relationship. Thousands of couples involved in cold, unloving relationships or
divorce have successfully overcome their marriage problems by attending the program.
The Retrouvaille Program consists of a weekend experience combined with a series of 6-12 postweekend sessions over 3 months. It provides the tools to help put your marriage in order again.
The main emphasis of the program is on communication between husband and wife. It will give
you the opportunity to rediscover each other and examine your lives together in a new and positive way.

Retrouvaille is a Catholic sponsored, confidential program open to all faiths. The next program will begin
the weekend of April 17–19, 2015. For further information and registration call 513-456-5413 or visit the
website at www.cincyretrouvaille.org.

P AGE 1 0
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New Church in Dominica is Nearly Complete
Our two parishes’ Twinning partner, St John/St Louis in Portsmouth,
Dominica, is nearing completion with the building of a new Church on
their island. Their original church structure was destroyed in an earthquake in November, 2004. Thanks to God, there was no loss of life as
the Sunday Masses that day were being held at a location away from the
church to celebrate a special Holyday. After the church was destroyed,
services were held in a tent. In 2005, parishioners constructed a multiuse facility (parish hall) that has been used as a temporary location to
celebrate all of the Sunday Masses.
The new Church is being constructed to withstand the possibility of another earthquake. The framing is a special one designed for earthquake Former Church Destroyed in 2004.
potential areas. When our first Twinning Team (Sister Mary Alice,
Marlene Henry, John and Brenda Karpinski, Mark Pitsenbarger and Bob Hartings) visited the island in
January, 2014, the foundation and outside framing were being completed. The structure is now under roof
and the side walls are nearly in place.
This rebuilding would not have occurred without the efforts of a very dedicated group of volunteers in the
New York City area. The New York Portsmouth Roman Catholic Church Rebuilding Initiative
(NYPRCCRI) was founded in 2006. Under the direction of Dr. Montgomery Douglas, volunteers, who
were originally from the island of Dominica, formed a fundraising group, holding several annual events
and encouraging all Dominicans living in the New York area to help in rebuilding the church. From a
statement from the NYPRCCRI: “We regard the Catholic Church as not only a place of worship, but also
a National Monument for the town of Portsmouth. It has served as a great shelter to many of us and other
citizens during natural disasters, such as hurricanes. It is considered a landmark by many, and we are very
proud to be part of it.”
At the request of Father Sharplis, our Twinning Team
has gotten involved in a few parts of the reconstruction project. Father asked if we could help to
locate used stained glass windows and help to locate
used pews for the new church. Anne and Michael
Blanck of Blanck Studio (the stained glass conservators
for both of our parishes) have been working closely
with the architect for the project (Bernard Lauwyck) to
look at various alternatives for the stained glass windows. In addition, Trent Karn of Hemm Glass has been
assisting with locating sources for the specialized framFoundation, floor, walls, roof — 2013-2015
ing that is required for this area. Bob Hartings has been
assisting with the location of used pews for the new facility.
Dr. Douglas expressed the relationship of our three groups (the parishioners at St John/St Louis, the fund-raising team in New York
City and our Twinning Team parishes in Piqua Ohio) as a three
legged stool. Each leg of the stool has a different responsibility. The
parish in Dominica is responsible for the building, the NYC group is
responsible for the fund-raising, and the Piqua Parishes are assisting
in locating reliable sources for the windows, framing and pews that
are not readily available on the small island. For more information,
contact Bob Hartings or Mark Pitsenbarger.
Using our time, talents and treasures, we are all working together to expand the kingdom of God!
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Parish Notes
Deaths:

Baptisms:

“Our sympathy to the family members of
these parishioners who have been called to their
eternal reward.”

St. M.
Nora Elle Henne

St. B.

(12/21/14)

Terry Rae Quinter (01/02/15)

Isabelle Rose Hartings

Robert H. Bryan (01/10/15)

(01/2/15)

Wanda Diane Hufford (01/18/15)

Ally Marie Archer

Robert J. Liddy, Sr. (01/23/15)

(01/11/15)

Drew Michael Davis

Eleanor M. Apple (01/29/15)

(03/08/15)

Francis D. Lehman, Sr.(02/10/15)

Cade Kenneth Hare

Florence A. Leugers (02/14/15)

(03/08/15)

Ryan E. Nystrom (02/25/15)

Deontae Ramirez

James E. Mauchamer (01/23/15)

(03/15/15)

Sandra R. Osborn (03/08/15)
Paul A. Webb (03/11/15)

Weddings:

St. M.

None

Robert H. Bryan (01/10/15)

Received Into Full Communion:

Thomas H. Routson (01/11/15)
Steven P. “E.J.” Holler (01/25/15)

Grace Catherine Jackson (01/11/15)

Ann Ditmer (02/25/15)

Confirmation:

Dottie Reed (03/03/15)

(February 1, 2015)

Alison Bornhorst, Grace Brandt, Kiera
Burns, Carly Caulfield, Mason Darner,
Hannah Giguere, Lillian Greene, Madison Guillozet, Anna Haas, Madison
Heffelfinger, Kraig Hemmert, Madison
Hurley, Ethan Knapke, Zachary Kronenberger, Haylee
Lavey, Baylee Leffel, Grace Monnin, Michael Peyton,
Sophie Pitsenbarger, Shawn Plessinger, Shannon Staley, Nate Uhlenbrock, Brienna Werling

Mary L. Hinger (03/05/15)

New Members:

“Our parish family
welcomes/welcomes back . . .”

welcomes

St. M.: Kurt Lange, Michel & Diane Mengos
St. B.: Megan Phillips, Daniel & Pamela Stewart,
Joshua Waugh & Brittany Homan

IN RETROSPECT
Thanks, so much, to our contributors: Adult Faith Formation, Barb Kohl; Brunch to Honor Sr. Joan
Clare, Sharon Semanie; CCD Update, Rachelle Cordonnier & Marlene Henry; Center for Early Learning, Jennifer Smith; New Church in Dominica, Bob Hartings; Nine Months with Christ in the Womb,
Donna Johnson; Parish Notes/Dates, John Popp, Theresa Henderson, Sister Joan Clare; Reason for
the Season, Renee Hemm, Bill Holtvolt (photo); Retrouvaille, Doug Luken; School News, Pam Canady; St. Boniface Family Life, Rose Hemm; St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee, Don
Stonerock; St. Mary Altar Society, Janet Poling; St. Mary Family Life/Festival, Gretchen Roeth;
Welcome Johannes Bolte, Fr. Bolte
We’d love to hear from you. Please submit items for ongoing features or send us your ideas
and suggestions. Thank you — Renee Hemm (778-1612 / rhemm1@woh.rr.com)
or Rose Hemm (778-8642 / jnrhemm@yahoo.com).

The deadline for the Summer Issue is June 15.
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St. Boniface Catholic Church
310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356
937-773-1656l fax 773-2665
Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org
Masses: Saturday, 4pm
Sunday, 7am and 10:30am
Parish Council President:
Karen Magoteaux

St. Mary Catholic Church
528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356
937-773-1327; fax 773-2665
Email: stmary@piquaparishes.org
Masses: Saturday, 5pm
Sunday, 9am and noon
Parish Council President:
Jim Stammen

Parish Offices
310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356
Website: piquaparishes.org
Pastor: Rev. Thomas Bolte
Retired Priests: Rev. Angelo Caserta
Rev. Charles Caserta

Upcoming Parish Dates (see parish bulletins for more info)
APRIL
5: Happy Easter
7: Mission Committee Mt.
12: Coffee & Doughnuts
12: Divine Mercy Sunday
17: PCS Kindergarten Sc.
23: Combined Ladies Dinner

10: Happy Mothers Day
17: Senior Mass/Breakfast
22: LHS Baccalaureate Mass
@ Holy Angels
24: LHS Graduation
25: Memorial Day

JUNE
4:

MAY
2/3: St. Joseph
Table Masses
3: 1st Communion
3: Coffee & Doughnuts
9: Liturgical Ministries
Retreat

St. B. Day Gathering,
Fountain Park

Mark Your Calendar
RCIA — For more info,
Sr. Joan Clare— 773-1656
St. Boniface Bingo
Every Monday
& Wednesday Evening
Doors Open—5pm

June 5, 6, 7: St. Mary Festival
14: Happy Fathers Day
28: Brunch for Sr. Joan Clare

Don’t Forget
Coffee/Juice
& Doughnuts
Following
St. M. 9am Mass
St. B. 10:30am Mass
April 12 & May 3

Prayer Chain — Contact
Gretchen Roeth, 778-0325
or groeth@woh.rr.com

St. Mary/St. Boniface Ladies
You Are Invited
COMBINATION DINNER
Thurs., April 23, 6:00pm — NSC
Bring your own table service,
a covered dish, and join us
for an evening of enjoyment.
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