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Tending

oS a4 e sin e temneratires were quickly left behind
The Reason for the Season ‘when our plane toekff from the Dayton International Airport in

: TwinningdDominica Trip #2 i the wee hours of the morning on Wednesday, January 13. We

ettt eerere e e r e et e e e n e s st e e re s st e e re s bt e e reeeneeeneereesrnenneed wer e on our way t o Domi ni ¢c a fo
2nd Twinning Team are: Jeanie Bates, Ron Curtis, Bob Hartings, Russ Kill, Judy Lohnes, and Jerr
Voisinet. The 1st Twinning Team visited the tropical island in January, 2014.

Our host for the week was St. John/St. Lewis Parish, located in Portsmouth. We were housed at tt
homes of several parishioners. This arrangement provided us with the unique advantage of bett
understanding Domi ni cads culture and heritageée
thoughtfulness and generosity of our host families.

During our week there, parish guides took us to the Social Cent® e 0 o | , St Johnos
St Johnés Academy, the CALL Center, the Home o
by Sister Jaya. In addition, our team was able to visit and share meals with the congregations in Capuct
and Toucarie.

We visited several classrooms and were impressed with their effective teaching style, the behavior of tt
student s, and their diligence in their studies
12 subjects, which is a considerable amount of work. Their ability to learn multiple languages was als
very impressive.

On Friday evening, we were guests at a Culture
a beautiful night sky. Events for the evening included a local band, native dances, poetry readings ¢
poems written for the occasion, calypso singing and presentations by the church choir. It was a beautif
evening. A paristwide picnic was held in our honor on Sunday after the morning Mass in Portsmouth.

We toured the island on Monday, visiting Scot
Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea join. Also on Monday, we were able to meet with Bishop Gabrie
Malzaire and visit with Sister Mary Gallagher, a native

f Sid Ohio.
or =ianey, Lo INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

All of us were impressed with the Masses we attended. Both prre

Opening Mass for the Roman Catholic Schools and the 8:00 |&anish Activities 2-3-4
Sunday Mass were very special. We were impressed with Father
Sharplisdéd constant ability t o[lsckbeaMewsevery [n@&ment

for both the little ones and the adult parishioners. All were ajse
impressed with the lovely voices and the music during the Massrsger Community Rewards | 7
Especially touched was Music Director Judy Lohnes, who was giyer
copies of all of the songs that were used during the services. Fr. Herman Sharplis 8

Returning home, we realized that the world is truly a very smadl ivica Rebuild Time Line | 9
place- and we are all alike in our wants and needs. God is pur
Father, and we are truly Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

Happy Ordination Anniversary 10

All of us loved Dominicad enjoying the beautiful sun, sand, an _
hospitalityd and wanted our stay to last longer! Parish Notes 11
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Parish Activities

Adult Faith Formation Commission:
Past activities:

CHRIST Christ Renews His Parisfhe menés retreat, reschedul ed
TA@ February 221 at the DSC with ten men in attendance. Women and Men of Team Three are
i PARISH

now in formation for the next CRHP retreats in the fall.
Lent: Members of the Adult Faith Formation assisted in leading Stations of the Cross at both parishes. As
Lenten Mission, Fr. Herman Sharplis from our twinning parishes St. John/St. Lewis in Dominica spoke or
the Jubilee of Mercy. Di s ¢ RedisdovernJesgsooll weres held ati n g
different locations hosted and led by parishioners from both parishes.

Coffee and DoughnutsHosted by various parish organizations are held the first Sunday of the month
September through May. They will resume in the fall.

Prayer PartnersCoordinated by AFF, parishioners partnered with fortg Confirmation students and
RCIA candidates/catechumens praying for them during their formation period.

Future activities:

St. Joseph Tabldn honor of St. Joseph the Worker (May 1), parishioners are asked to - |
nonperishable food items for the Bethany Center food pantry at all Masses April 30th aif
1st. "

PentecostMay 15): Parishioners can remember their Confirmation by wearing a nametag W|th their
Confirmation name on it. Red balloons will again decorate the churches.

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both St. Boniface and St. Mary
parishes, Diane Mengos, and Fr. Bolte. Anyone interested in being a part of this commission is welcom
Questions? Please contact Barb Kohl (9285 or bkohl@woh.rr.com).

St. B./St. M. Mission Committee:

Some of our members and several other members of our parishes traveled to Dominica in Jaeyeaad.
had a good time learning about Dominica's culture. Upon returnlng, they spoke about their trlp at Masse
and several meetings. ==

We sold desserts at the Lenten Fish Fries and want to ti:
everyone for supporting us in this fundraisérhe desserts are
out of this world, and we appreciate the hard work every@:
puts into making them.

Now for the big thing that we do. Spring began on Marc
20th. And, when it's spring, it's time for the Mission Com
tee to start gathering items for our annual RUMMAG :
SALE. We have received some already and want to fill the garage up again. Jerry Voisinet has been kir
enough to donate a storage area for us as wélhe money from the Rummage Sale helps us send visitors
to Dominica and, also, bring visitors here for Twinning. It helps us support our two missions,
the Gutmanns, Chile, and Sister Sarah, Guatenfdla. rummage sale is going to be July 9 and

10. Please make this a big success like you have in the past. We thank everyone for their support of tf
fundraiser. Call Don, 7732400,to arrange piclkup. So, spring clean to your heart's content and help us
again this year.

June 3rd, 4th, and 5thwe will have the Inspiration Booth at the St. Mary Festivdlease support this
booth as you have in the padt's located inside the ramp door of the school. Thank you.
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Parish Activities Continued

St. Mary Altar Society:

The ladies had a membership drive in January and currently have-wightygembers!
They sold desserts at the February 19th Fish Rnd they will be in charge of the Cake
Booth at the Summer Festival, so are currently making plans forBleasure to stop in at
the Cake Booth and take a chance on winning some of their fine baked goods.

Respect Life Committee:

On Sunday, February 28th, Fr. Denis Wilde, Associate Director, Priests for Life, celebrated deSses
Mary and St. Boniface Churche®n, Monday, February 29th, he spakdhe Healing Service for those wh

have experienced the loss of a chiM/hile in our area, Fr. Denis also celebrated Mass with the 5th to $th
grade students at Piqua Catholitde visited Lehman High School and Elizabeth's New Life Center jn

Sidney. He shared a strong prolife message with everyone heheetncouraged us to use proper termino

ogy when talking about abortiorAbortion is not about a woman's right to choose, it is a mother choosing to

kill her child. Once a woman is pregnhant, she is a mother and the man is a fdthatso talked about the
"Ps" of being prolife:
* Our need @RAYfor an end to abortion and renewed respect for human life
*To bePRESENTD all pregnant women
*To be aware of prolife positionsPOalf ICAtandidates
* ToPERSISTh our prolife beliefs

Lenten Fish Fries:

St. Mary Fish Fries have completed their very successful Lenten dinners again this year tha
chairpersons, Mitch & Angie Hohlbein, Andy & Julie Monnin, the Karn families, and countless o
volunteers who help throughout the Lenten Fish Fry season. The event could not happen without the
efforts of many, many individuals. A special thanks to the gro
sponsoring the dessert tables each week. Those monies are kept
organization sponsoring the desserts to help support their activities.

Family Life Commission (FLC) has used the funds to support the pg—=
and school throughout the years. Without the fish fries, we could not di

and church landscaping, cafeteria tables
chairs, luncheon for Dominican visitors, carpg
and paint for the convent, vacuum sweepers
the church, and a new freezer for the cafeterig®

The Fish Fries began in the 1980s under
leadership of Jenny Fink, fourth grade teacher at Piqua Catholic. She recrui

for over 35 years. Some of those same individuals are still involved with the
Fries today.

ks to
er
ireless

da

committee of volunteers who began the first fish fry that has now been going on

ish
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Parish Activities Continued

St. Boniface Family Life:

Easter Egg Hunt The annual Easter Egg Hunt/Scramble was held after the 10:30am Mass on Easte
Sunday in the DSC cafeteria. Winning prizes for finding the most eggs vilgeeK: (1) Mackenzie
Shaneyfeld, (2) Gylian James, (3) Abby Detti€r3rd Grade (1) Aga Polakowski, (2) Callie Giguere,

(3) Bella Homan. Thanks to Jim Hemm, the emcee. Also, thanks to the following who helped distribute the
nJelly Bean
after the Easter
Masses: Cliff &

Jena Blacke, Mary

Ellen & Jarod
Buechter, Tweetie

Duer & Daughters,
Jackson Garman,
Theresa Henderson,
Cheryl and Maddie
Herbe, Karen
Nickol, and Doug &
Dolores Latham.

St. Mary Festival:

St. Mary Parish Festival is celebrating itd"4@ar of fun and festivities for the parish and community the
weekend of June-8. The annual festival will be held Fridayl& p.m.; Saturday,-31 p.m.; and Sunday,
1:30-7:30 p.m. It will feature rides, live entertainment, food, cake booth, kiddieland, pony rides, games of
chance, corn hole tournament, grand raffle and more!

The yearly festival began in 1970 and was held on the grounds of the former Knights of Columbus Hall ol
25A. The first festival featured games of chance and food according to one of the past festival chairpe
sons, Jan Hissong. From there it was moved to the parish grounds at 528 Broadway in the early 197(
Tom Staley and Jim Apple then spearheaded the construction of biighihed festival booths and Leroy
Steinke helped to make canvas coverings for each of the booths. Jim Apple recalled that Charlie Dray
flew his plane above the festival grounds and took pictures so the group could remember where each boc
would be placed the following year.

Once the old Piqua Catholic High School was torn down, the festival |§
expanded to include carnival rides and an entertainment stage along
more games, food and activities for the entire family.

AThe Knights of Columbus used to

chicken at t hose first festival 1 ; A
Hohl bein and a group of volunte ‘ ; Siadelt K e n
chicken dinners are still a real ol t o
Current festival chairs, Brad Ulbrich, Trent Karn and Lance Karn, al¢=

with hundreds of volunteers are preparing for this festival anniver§ \

celebration. AfLots of work goests anrt
continued Jan Hi s s o regd.forboth patish smember e k

and the community who have been huge supporters

Father Tom Bolte, pastor of St. Boniface and St. Mary Parishes, continued the thank yous for all involve:
in the festival. AWe couldndét do this without
those businesses and individuals who support the festival each year. Each one truly adds to the succes

~
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