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Tending the Master’s
Vineyard
Reason For the Season
“Chaplet of the Divine Mercy”
Divine Mercy Sunday
April 23

There is a beautiful and simple devotion, which is
available to Catholics and non-Catholics, called the Divine
Mercy.
This tremendously powerful devotion can do a world of
good in a time when it is desperately needed. The devotion
was revealed to St. Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun, when
Jesus first appeared to her on February 22, 1931. His
appearances and instructions for the Divine Mercy are
chronicled in her Diary.

A simple way to remember His message is by remembering ABC:

Ask for His Mercy, prayerfully repenting of our sins and asking him to pour
His Mercy upon us & the world

Be merciful, letting it flow through ourselves to others
Completely trust in Jesus, because the graces of His Mercy are dependent upon our trust;
the more we trust, the more we will receive
Even though the Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena begins Good Friday (April 14) and concludes on the
Second Sunday of Easter (April 23), these instructions apply to wherever we are in the liturgical year.
The Divine Mercy Chaplet is meant to be prayed year round.

S PRIN G , 2017 — V O LUME I X ; I SSUE 1

In speaki ng t o S t . Fausti na, Jesus spoke t he most consoli ng wor ds
concerning someone in critical condition. He said, “Whoever will recite the
Chaplet will receive great Mercy at the hour of death . . . or when they say this
Chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the dying person, not as a just
Judge, but a Merciful Savior.”
Instructional pamphlets and prayer cards will be available in
St. Boniface and St. Mary vestibules on Palm Sunday and also in
St. Clare’s Chapel.
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2:30pm: Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament
3:00pm: Praying the Divine
Mercy Chaplet Together
Followed by Benediction
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Parish Activities
Adult Faith Formation Commission:
Past activities:
Christ Renews His Parish: The men’s retreat was held January 21-22 at the DSC.
Women and Men of Team Four are now in formation for the next CRHP retreats — the
Women’s scheduled for November 4 & 5; the Men’s, January or February, 2018.
Lent: Members of the Adult Faith Formation assisted in leading Stations of the Cross at 7:00 PM Thursday
evenings at St. Mary and 2:00 PM Sunday afternoons at St. Boniface. A Lenten Parish mission featuring
Fr. Ben Luedtke was held March 26-29th. Discussion groups using Matthew Kelly’s Resisting Happiness
book were held at different locations, hosted and led by parishioners from both parishes.
Prayer Partners: Coordinated by AFF, parishioners partnered with thirty-three Confirmation students and
RCIA candidates/catechumens praying for them during their formation period.
Future activities:
St. Joseph Table: In honor of St. Joseph the Worker, (May 1), parishioners are asked to
donate nonperishable food items for the Bethany Center at all Masses April 29th and 30th.
Feast of Our Lady of Fatima: In honor of the 100th anniversary of our Lady’s appearance
to three Portuguese children at Fatima, a special program is being planned in May and
September.
Pentecost (June 4): Parishioners can remember their Confirmation by wearing a nametag with their
Confirmation name on it. Red balloons will be in the churches, a sign of the fire of the Holy Spirit.
The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both St. Boniface and St. Mary
parishes: Ann Koehl, Barb Kohl (chairperson), Jim Niswonger, Cathy Oda, Nancy Peltier, Gloria
Stonerock, Chuck Tyler, Julie Tyler, Bill Wattercutter, Noreen Wendeln, Diane Mengos, and Fr. Bolte.
Anyone interested in being a part of this commission is welcome. Questions concerning any of our
activities, please contact Barb Kohl (773-9205 or bkohl@woh.rr.com).

St. Mary Altar Society: St. Mary Altar Society recently had their annual membership drive
and are still accepting new members. They had a very successful dessert sale at one of the fish
fries and are now making plans for the St. Mary/St. Boniface Combination Dinner, which they
will host at 6:00 p.m. on April 20 in the North Street Cafeteria. Watch the bulletin for further
details.

St. Clara Ladies Society: St. Clara Ladies Society usually meets once a month on a
Monday evening at the home of Karen Warner. Anyone interested in attending call Bonne
@773-0311. Also keep saving purses, scarves and jewelry for the rummage sale this
Summer!

St. B./St. M. Mission Committee: We had a meeting in February, and will be busy for the next few
months. We sold desserts at the first Lenten Fish Fry on March 3 and will be selling them again on April 7.
The Mission Committee would like to thank all the people that purchased desserts; it was a record-breaking
night. Thanks to all who donated desserts and to the committee members that worked cutting and setting
them up. You people are GREAT!
With the arrival of Spring, we are starting to think RUMMAGE SALE!! The dates are July 8 & 9.
(Continued on Page 3)
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Parish Activities Continued
St. B./St. M. Mission Committee Continued: If you have any items to donate, please take them to the
St. Boniface garage or to Piqua Store 'N Lock, where owner Jerry Voisinet has donated some units for our
use. Thanks, Jerry. If you know Jerry, he's a real worker. We appreciate his help very much. You can also
contact Don Stonerock at 773-2400 for items to be picked up. Our Mission Movers will be glad to pick your
items up. Another GREAT group of people that is willing to help. For the rummage sale this year we will
have a sign-up sheet for setting up and helping at the sale. This has become a project that we need many
people to help. Please sign up for one or more hours. The rummage sale enables us to support Ted and
Maruja Gutmann-Gonzalez in Chile, Sister Sarah in Guatemala, and our Dominica Twinning Activities.
Allison Gaier was the guest speaker at our meeting
in March. She spoke about her trip to India. If you
missed this talk, you really missed something. Her
talk was very interesting. The Mission Committee
thanks her. Allison, keep up the good work!!
Members of the Twinning Group continue to work
on sending pews, windows, and other items to
Dominica to help rebuild their church. The group
deserves a lot of thanks for what they are doing.
If you would like to join the Mission Committee,
please come to a meeting and see if it's what you are
looking for in a ministry to our church. You will
find that our committee is very friendly, hard
working, and willing to help in every way possible.

Allison, pictured with Bonne Decknadel, Sr. Ginny, and
Fr. Bolte, is a post-graduate student at the University of
Dayton. She completed a 4-week, independent study in
India for her coursework. Allison visited urban/rural
hospitals and other types of care centers. On May 6, she
will graduate with a Doctor of Physical Therapy Degree.

St. Mary Festival: Mark your calendars for June 2, 3 & 4 to attend St. Mary Parish Family
Festival.
Enjoy musical entertainment all three days along with rides, food, games of chance, Kiddie
Land, and more.
Saturday will feature pony rides from 4-8 p.m., Bingo from 5-10 p.m., the famous cake booth, and delicious
chicken dinners from 4:30-7 p.m. Sunday includes the cake booth, a Corn Hole tournament beginning at 2
p.m., Bingo from 2-7 p.m., and the grand raffle drawing at 7 p.m. Kiddie Land will be open all three days
this year!
Times for the festival will be Friday, 6-11 p.m.; Saturday, 3-11 p.m.;
& Sunday, 1:30-7 p.m. Grand raffle tickets will be available in the
church, at the parish office, or from St. Mary parishioners. Tickets
are $2 each or 3 for $5.

St. Mary Lenten Fish Fries: St. Mary Fish Fries are in their 30th
year, and we certainly appreciate your support. The final fish fry will
be April 7 from 5-7 p.m. Desserts will be provided by the Mission
Committee, and the drawing for the winners of the Lenten raffle will
take place during the Fish Fry. You won’t want to miss it!
A special thanks to Mitch and Angie Hohlbein, Trent and Andrea
Karn, Andy and Julie Monnin for their work in chairing the weekly
fish fries. Another big thanks to all of those who helped with prep
work, cooking, serving and clean up—the fish fries would not have
been possible without all of your help!
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Parish Activities Continued
Cursillo Movement:

Our Piqua Ultreya currently meets on the 2nd
Tuesday each month from 7-8pm in the Caserta Center. Piqua has a long
history with the Cursillo Movement as Bob Arbogast was one of the first men
to attend a weekend and help bring about our Ultreya around 35-40 years
ago. As Cursillistas, we gather in prayer, small group reunion
(piety/study/action), and listen as someone shares their personal witness
from living out their fourth day. If it has been awhile since you've joined in,
remember you are always welcome, anytime. Remember, we are called to "make a friend, be a friend and
bring that friend to Christ." That is not just about a weekend either. DeColores! For more information,
contact Julie Tyler 773-2700, tylerjdr4@gmail.com.

Memorial Day Mass: On Monday May 29, the Piqua Parishes will come together to
celebrate Mass at 11:00 a.m. in Forest Hill Cemetery, which replaces the 8:15am Mass
that day. This annual tribute to those whom we have lost and those who have served
our Country is facilitated by the Yannucci and Zimmerman families. Please bring a
lawn chair. As in the past, should rain occur the Mass will be offered in St. Mary
Church. Everyone is welcome as we honor those in our Parishes who have gone before
us and others we care to pray for and remember.

Getting to Know You: This year - 2017 - marks the 500th Commemoration of Martin Luther's Theses.
The Roman Catholic and Lutheran Bishops have issued a joint statement encouraging their members to
engage in study, prayer, and service with one another.
“We want to respond to this anniversary with efforts that allow us
to deepen our own local relationships. Thus we invite our people
at all levels to sustained, imaginative and prayerful engagement
with one another.” It was signed by Archbishop Schnurr; Rev.
Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt, Bishop of the Southern Ohio Synod,
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America; and Most Rev. Jeffrey
M. Monforton, Bishop of Steubenville.
Our area churches are planning a few events to be shared by both congregations.



In the spring, there will be tours given at St. John's Lutheran Church (248 Wood Street)
and St. Boniface Catholic Church.
In the fall, both churches will combine their choirs to present a concert of shared hymnody
and music - perhaps being held at St. Mary Catholic Church.



At another time, the congregations of the Lutheran Church and the Catholic Churches
will combine to help serve at the Bethany Center.

Once the dates are firmed up we will keep you informed so that you can mark your calendars. Both
congregations are looking forward to shared dialogue as they share the many truths they hold in common.

T E ND IN G T HE M AST E R ’ S V INE Y ARD

P AGE 5

School News—CFEL—PCS—LHS
Piqua Catholic School: What a fabulous year for Piqua Catholic
School! Our enrollment is at 115. We continuously are giving tours of the
school to new prospective families. Each class has been busy with
activities, field trips, and even more learning.
Thanks to our parent teacher organization, Cavaliers in Action, we were
able to kick off the school year with our first annual 5K run/walk, which
had a wonderful turn out and was lots of fun to show our school spirit and
pride. Look for more information on our 2nd annual 5K, which will be
held on August 19th. We had lots of "first's" this year as we also had the
1st annual Chili Cook-Off, which was held in November. Everyone
enjoyed sampling the chili, dancing, and the silent raffles.
Catholic Schools Week was a huge success that began with The Brain
Show and continued all week long with jugglers, Christian speakers,
parent/student lunch together, and finished with a Talent Show. We even
taped Mrs. Prenger to the wall as our Student Council fundraiser. Thanks
Mrs. Prenger! Pictures of our Catholic Schools Week can be found on the
Piqua Catholic website. The Cavaliers in Action are just getting warmed
up. So, look out for more fun activities they have in store for the kids,
faculty, and staff at Piqua Catholic School.
Our Kindergarten through Fourth graders have been very busy this year!
The Kindergarten class got dressed up to go to Victoria Theatre in
Dayton to watch a play about Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister. At the
beginning of March, the students celebrated Dr. Seuss’s birthday by
bringing in Dr. Seuss books from home. They shared their books with one
another and did fun activities relating to each book. The students will be
visiting Stillwater Prairie to learn about trees and to prepare for the big
Banana Slug Festival they will be attending in May.

Currently
Enrolling
2017-2018
School Year
*****
CFEL
Erin Grant, Director
773-3876
egrant@stpattroy.org

*****
PCS
Georgia
Hertenstein, Principal
773-1564
hertensteing
@piquacatholic.org

*****
LCHS
Denise Stauffer
Principal/CEO
498-1161 or 773-8747
d.stauffer
@lehmancatholic.com

The 1st graders enjoyed their first field trip of the year to the Ohio
Caverns and had a great time! The fall weather was perfect for a trip over
to West Liberty to tour the caves, eat lunch outside at the picnic tables, and
enjoy a few games on the lawn. Everyone was amazed at the stalactites and stalagmites inside the cave,
they were bigger than most of our students! Pictures of this school field trip can be found on the school
website.

2nd Grade has been preparing for their 1st Communion, doing multiplication facts, and practicing cursive
writing! They will also be going to the Stillwater Prairie in April, Farm Day on May 12 in Versailles,
Ohio, where they get to milk cows, visit the petting zoo, and see the farm machinery. They will wrap up
the year at the Banana Slug Festival in May.

3rd Grade has been doing science experiments and studying the Property of Matter by creating "Oobleck,"
which is a solid to the touch but when put in your hand it’s a liquid. The students love it and are hooked
on science! Third grade will also be going to Johnston Farm along with the 4th graders in April and are
really looking forward to hearing about the history so close to home.
Our 4th graders are busy making clay models to go with their book reports, studying the rock cycle before
their visit with the Miami County Park district, and are excited to be doing the Wax Museum again this
year on May 4/5. Push the button on the floor, watch and listen to the famous person in history come to
(Continued on Page 6)

V O LUME I X ; ISSUE 1

P AGE 6

School News Continued
life, and tell you all about what makes them famous, their past historical events, and their likes and dislikes.
The students are very creative, costumes are elaborate, and the best part is they are learning about history!
The Elementary students plan on wrapping up the school year with our "year end celebration" — a walk to
the park for lunch accompanied by our pre-Kindergarten students from the Center For Early Learning and
then a bus ride to Piqua 36 Skate Club!
Our 5th through 8th graders have been just as busy! They went to the Ohio Caverns in November, plus they
went to the Air Force Museum to take tours of the aircrafts, space capsules, and even Air Force One! This
was a great trip that we hope to do again next year, along with possible trips to SunWatch Indian Village and
Piatt Castles. Our 5th through 8th graders will wrap up the year with our " year end celebration" at Piqua 36
Skate Club in the afternoon and a morning walk to the park for lunch.
The 5th graders are learning math, collecting data, and placing the data into graphs. The students will be
collecting their own data and making multiple graphs! This is a fun activity because the students pick their
subjects and topic. They have also been enjoying Science by making "marble runs" using index cards taped
to the wall to see the path the marble can take without falling to the ground. Lots of marbles were lost but
everyone had fun.
The 6th graders are studying the Ten Commandments, the Beatitudes, and the Seven Sacraments. They have
also been learning about equations to prepare them for Pre-Algebra next year. Many of our 6th graders
participated in the Science Fair, which is a great opportunity for the students to learn about not just their own
topics but those of other classmates and the 8th graders’ projects as well. Next year the 5th/6th graders plan
to attend Camp Wilson which is a wonderful experience for the children to get to hike, ride horses, climb,
learn line dances, and much more!
Our 7th graders are challenged to complete a Plenary Indulgence (this is to remain in the state of grace for 8
consecutive days). Indulgences can be applied to oneself or to the souls of the deceased. They are doing quite
well and have actually looked forward to the challenge! They all enjoyed the field trips to the Ohio Caverns
and the Air Force Museum and can't wait till the Washington D.C. trip next year!

8th graders, who have already registered for Lehman next year, are looking forward to High School. They
all participated in the Science Fair and did very well! They have been working hard and are anxious for Confirmation on April 30.
What a year we have had at Piqua Catholic School, and we are hoping to do even more next year!

LCHS: The Lehman Catholic High School Teen Leadership Corps will be hosting
the "Great American" Dodge Ball Tournament on Saturday, April 8, at LCHS. This is
a single-elimination bracketed tournament with a pre-registration fee of $50 per
ten-member team. Profits from this tournament will help defray the costs of
purchasing and installing a motorized American flag for the school gymnasium.
Teams can be created by unlimited choices (i.e. families, business coworkers, alumni
classmates, friends, etc) For registration material and/or questions, please contact
Melissa Safreed at m.safreed@lehmancatholic.com
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17th Annual
Dollars for Our Scholars
Piqua Catholic School “Luncheon/Raffle” Fundraiser
Watch the Bulletin For Additional Details

T E ND IN G T HE M AST E R ’ S V INE Y ARD

P AGE 7

‘HAPPY HOURS’ CELEBRATION TO BENEFIT PCS
All parishioners are invited to a Spring Social “Happy Hours” Celebration
planned Friday, May 5, in observance of Piqua Catholic School’s 30th anniversary.
The spring fundraiser will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. in the PCS gymnasium,
according to Co-Chairs Stacy Scott and Ruth Koon.
Three hundred and fifty tickets are being sold for this gala event with all proceeds
to benefit programming and enrichment activities at the school. The $50 per
person ticket will provide attendees with an open bar, an array of tantalizing
appetizers, and an ever-popular reverse raffle. A $500 first prize is being awarded
to the individual whose ticket is the last to be drawn in the raffle. Other prizes
include $50 for the first ticket drawn; $150 for the 30th ticket drawn and a bottle of wine for every 30th ticket
drawn thereafter. Winners need not be present to win. All attendees must be 21 years and older to attend.
According to the co-chairs, tickets are now available at either Readmore’s Hallmark or Joe Thoma Jewelers.
Tickets can also be obtained by contacting Marsha Koon at (937) 778-0733. Other members of the
committee, in addition to Stacy Scott and Marsha & Ruth Koon, are Brent Lange, Stacey Earhart, Carrie
Larger, Abby Hemm, Mary Jane Karn, Sharon Semanie, and Kathy Sherman.
“The proceeds from this event,” according to Stacey Earhart, “are instrumental in helping the Cavaliers in
Action! support the ‘extras’ that enrich the student experience at school.” “Cavaliers in Action!,” she noted,
“is the former parent-teacher organization that provides a myriad of ways to help best meet the modern day
needs of our students, support and connect families, and help continue to revitalize and encourage involvement from all school families.”
“We are constantly fundraising to support the school,” noted Stacey, citing recent events such as the
Cavaliers in Action 5K Run and The Great Chili Cook-Off. Many local businesses supported these events.
The parent group is also appreciative of their year-long fundraising programs like Scrip Gift Card sales,
Kroger Rewards, Box Tops collections and the newest one, the Schwans-Care Programs.
As a result of the Cavaliers in Action! tenacious efforts, students have participated in field trips to the Ohio
Caverns, Victoria Theater, Brumbaugh & Vandemark Farms, Stillwater Prairie, and Charleston Falls.
Earhart added, “We were excited to be able to bring back the nationally recognized education game ‘The
Brain Show,’ as well as , the Christian Juggler Show during Catholic Schools Week.”
“We support our teachers with money to buy classroom supplies, fund a Christmas party for them, and buy
dinner during parent conferences. The group has also been instrumental in partially funding the purchase of a
new school bus, having it painted, and paying half the cost of refinishing the gym floor every other year.”
The Piqua community has always supported Catholic education. Originally St. Boniface and St. Mary
Catholic Churches had their own K-12 parish schools. In 1930 the two parishes merged their high school
programs to form Piqua Catholic High School. After nearly 40 years, high enrollment and escalating costs
led to the combination of several Catholic high schools to form Lehman Catholic High School in 1971.
The two parish grade schools-St. Mary and St. Boniface-continued to operate independent of one another
until 1987 when they combined to become Piqua Catholic Elementary School. Then, the kindergarten
through third grade classes were at St. Boniface School building on Downing Street and fourth through
eighth grades were at the St. Mary School building on North Street. The 2013-14 school year saw another
change at Piqua Catholic School with all kindergarten through eighth grade students at the North Street
Campus.
Established in August 2013, the Piqua Center for Early Learning is located at the Downing Street campus
under the direction of Erin Grant and offers pre-school, pre-kindergarten and after-school programs.

P AGE 8
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Religious Education/Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos
We hope parishioners were able to grow closer to Jesus this Lenten and Easter Season. Our Kindergarten,
First Grade, and Second Grade Students displayed their thoughts about Prayer, Fasting, and Charity at the
Ash Wednesday Mass.
Our Confirmation Candidates will be Confirmed April 30th at St. Mary Church. Pictured at the retreat is the
large group of candidates from St. Boniface, St. Mary, and St. Teresa parishes. All had fun learning the
meaning of Confirmation at the beautiful Spiritual Center in Ludlow Falls.

I extend a Big Thank You to our leaders and helpers at the Confirmation Retreat: Grace Ryan, Kirstyn Lee,
Mason Darner, Jenna Zimmerman, Logan & Nathaniel Copsey, Gabe Knapke, Ethan Knapke, Madi
Guillozet, Dale Brewer, Alan Capasso, Robbie Webb, Theresa Miller, Logan, Molly, Tim Pawlaczyk, Macy
Yount, Lance Karn, Angie Ford, Marna Finnerty, Mike Mengos, Michelle LeMaster, Megan Karn, Jolene
La Chey, Melissa Hutton, Jonathan and Melissa Bollinger, Fr. Bolte, Fr. Brinkmoeller, & Fr. Bensman.
This Spring our teens will enjoy a Service Day. The High School Service Day is Saturday, April 1 beginning
at 3 PM at the Salvation Army in Piqua. The Junior High Service Day is April 15 beginning at 10 AM at the
Miami County Animal Shelter.
Wednesday Night Faith Formation students will enjoy a Pool Party this summer based on good attendance
and turning in all Make Up Work. The young people who assist at Mass as servers, lectors, Eucharistic
Ministers, and musicians will also enjoy summer events to extend our appreciation of their service.

Vacation Bible School happens this summer on July 17-21. Save the date!
Counseling Services Provided by Catholic Social Services
Now Available on Mondays at St. Boniface Parish Office
Call Catholic Social Services Sidney Office
For More Information or To Schedule
937-498-4593 or 800-521-6419
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2017 Holy Week Schedule
PALM SUNDAY:
Saturday, April 8: Masses at 3:30pm (St.B.); 5:00pm (St.M.)
Sunday, April 9: Masses at 7:00am & 11:00am (St. B.)
9:00am & 7:00pm (St.M.)
Stations of the Cross at 2:00pm (St.B.)

MONDAY, April 10: All School Mass at 1:30pm (St.M.); Confessions 3-4pm (St.B.)
TUESDAY, April 11: St Clare Chapel Mass at 8:15am; Confessions 7:00-8:00pm (St.M.)
WEDNESDAY, April 12: Mass at 8:15am (St.M.)
Confessions 2:00-3:00pm (St.M) & 5:00-5:45pm (St.B.); St. Clare Chapel Mass at 6:00pm

HOLY THURSDAY, April 13: St. Clare Chapel Morning Prayer at 7:45am
Mass at 7:00pm (St.M.); Adoration in St. Mary Church from 8:00pm until Midnight
GOOD FRIDAY, April 14: St. Clare Chapel Morning Prayer at 7:45am
Greene Street Methodist Ecumenical Service at Noon; Stations of the Cross at Noon (St.M.)
Rosary Sorrowful Mysteries at 1:15pm (St. M.); Liturgy of Good Friday at 2:00pm (St. M.)
Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena Begins at 3:00pm
Liturgy of Good Friday & High School Reenactment of Life and Passion of Jesus at 7:30pm (St.B.)
HOLY SATURDAY, April 15: St. Clare Chapel Morning Prayer at 7:45am
Easter Vigil at 8:45 (St.B.)

EASTER SUNDAY, April 16:
Masses at St. Boniface: 7:00am & 11am; Masses at St. Mary: 8:30am, 10:30am, and Noon

Annual Easter Egg Hunt/Scramble
Easter Sunday
Immediately Following the 11:00am Mass
Caserta Activity Center
The children of both parishes and those visiting —
up to & including the 3rd grade — are invited to join in the FUN!
Lots of Eggs & Prizes — Bunny Bags Provided
Sponsored by St. B. Family Life Group
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A Knight to Remember
My name is Michael Knight, a permanent deacon in the Catholic Church. In June,
2015, I believe that I heard a message from God asking me to contact Fr. Tom
Bolte, Pastor of the Piqua Parishes, to see if Fr. Angelo Caserta would be open to
having a deacon assist him in his priestly duties. I called Fr. Tom, and he said he
would ask Fr. Ang. to see if he would be open to that possibility. A week or so
later, Fr. Tom called me and said Fr. Ang would indeed appreciate it if I could
assist him with a wedding in late June of 2015, which I agreed to do. From June,
2015 until late October, 2015, I also assisted Fr. Ang with Masses, several
weddings, and a couple of baptisms.
I must tell you that assisting him was a very beautiful and life changing experience
for me. His presence with me taught me the real meaning of love, sacrifice, and service. His presence with
me for those months no doubt changed me into a more spiritual, loving, and caring person. When I stood
next to him, I felt that I was standing next to Jesus. Thank you so much Fr. Ang for teaching me about how
life should be lived.
I grew up in Piqua in the late forties and early fifties; was baptized and married at St. Boniface; received
First Eucharist and Confirmation at St. Mary. As a child, I attended St. Mary School currently Piqua
Catholic School. In the fourth grade in 1957, I had the privilege of being a student in the brand new
St. Mary School. The school building was so beautiful as it is today some sixty years later. I formerly was
a firefighter and medic with the Troy Fire Department, Years later, I became Payroll Manager for Hobart
Brothers Company in Troy, and in 1995, I was hired as Business Manager for St. Patrick Church in Troy.
After being graduated from the Lay Pastoral Ministry Program of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati in 1992,
I spent three years in diaconate formation at Mount St. Mary Seminary in Cincinnati. On September 23,
1995, I was ordained as a permanent deacon at St. Peter in Chains Cathedral by Archbishop Daniel
Pilarczyk. I spent one year in training at the Miami County Mental Health Center on crisis intervention and
volunteered with the Miami County Mental Health Center as a Crisis Hotline telephone volunteer for about
two and a half years. Hobbies include reading, listening to music, walking, and enjoying the out of doors,
and I have volunteered as a caregiver for developmentally handicapped adult men for over twenty five years.
Since 1995, I have been a deacon at St. Patrick Church in Troy — preaching once a month at Sunday
Masses, baptizing babies, officiating weddings, and doing funerals. Since July of 2015, with the
retirement of Sister Joan Clare Stewart, I have been leading the RCIA process in the Piqua Parishes and
assisting Fr. Tom in helping officiate at funerals, a wedding, and many vigil prayer services at funeral
homes.
My wife Sue and I have been married for forty five years as of April 15th of this year. I retired from paid
work several years ago, and all of my activities—including duties in the Piqua Parishes—are totally
voluntary with no compensation as I have requested. Since 1970, I have lived in Troy, but my return to
Piqua in 2015 has been so very enjoyable, allowing me to meet so many wonderful Catholic people and to
bring people into the Catholic faith through reception of the Sacraments through the RCIA process. I enjoy
meeting with and facilitating small groups who are studying the Bible and the Catholic Faith, but I have not
been involved in any of these activities of St. Mary or St. Boniface Parishes yet.
Since I am approaching my 70th birthday very soon, I have slowed down just a bit, but
my desire to help people find the Lord remains strong and very much alive. It is my
pleasure to serve and worship with the people of St. Mary and St. Boniface Parishes. I
would dearly love to come to know each of you. As I tell many people, when I look at
your face, I see the face of God as we are all made in His image and likeness. Peace
and blessings to each and every one of you! May your faith in the Lord continue to
grow stronger each day.
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Parishioner PLUS—Ben Zimmerman
I am very honored, excited and blessed to announce that I have had the
opportunity to join Michael Yannucci as a partner at the Jamieson & Yannucci
Funeral Home. I was able to job shadow Mike at a very early age, and he
instilled a desire in me to not only become a funeral director, but to help my
community in a new way.
I was born and raised in Piqua, attended Piqua Catholic Schools, graduated from
Lehman Catholic High School, and have been a member of St. Boniface
Catholic Church for my entire life. Through the years of schooling I was able to
work part time at the funeral home through high school and college. After
moving to Cincinnati to attend the University of Cincinnati and the Cincinnati
College of Mortuary Science and living there for 9 years, I had the opportunity
to come back home and serve my community, and I felt my calling, not only as
a funeral director, but as a member of the Catholic and Piqua communities. I
live in Piqua now, with my beautiful and supportive wife Julia (Seger) Zimmerman and our dog, Clapton.
Both Julia and I are parishioners of the Piqua Parishes and are enjoying being home as well as members of
the Piqua Catholic community.
The Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home has been a family owned and operated funeral home for three
generations. Julia and I are excited to maintain the quality of service and to serve this community in a
dignified way, the same way it has been for over 70 years since it opened in 1940. I could not think of a
better place to start my family and a better group of people who live and work in our area.

************************
Congratulations—
Jim Niswonger on being installed to the Ministry of Lector at the Cathedral
Basilica of the Assumption (Covington, Kentucky) on February 12. You are well on the
way to your Deaconate Ordination and Ministry at Piqua Parishes.
We Are So Proud of you!

Reflections . . .

The Two Wolves Cherokee Legend

An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about life."A fight is going
on inside me" he said to the boy. "It is a terrible fight and it is
between two wolves. One is evil - he is anger, envy, greed,
arrogance, self pity, resentment, lies, false pride, superiority and
ego." He continued , "the other is good - he is joy, peace, love, hope,
serenity,
humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity,
truth, compassion and faith. The same fight is going on inside youand inside every other person, too." The grandson thought about it
and then asked his grandfather," which wolf will win?" The old
Cherokee simply replied," the one you feed."
-First People-The Legends (www.first people.us)
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Dominica Update: How Our Donations Are Assisting
It has been just about a year since we raised the funds to assist our Twinning Parish of St. John St. Lewis in
Portsmouth, Dominica. A big part of the donations that were raised are to help our friends to get window
coverings for all of the windows. The church is large— there are a lot of windows — something like 32,
including transoms.
When the discussion began, we wanted to cover all of the windows with stained glass. That wound up to be
cost prohibitive. So, the alternate path selected was to cover most of the windows with a very strong,
virtually indestructible Plexiglas called Krinklglass. There are several varieties of Krinklglass that will be
used. This material, which can be clear, colored, or patterned, is installed in churches throughout Dominica.
Once all of the windows are covered
(and the ceiling is completed), this
photo provides a rendering of how the
interior will appear. You can also see
that some of the windows will have a
color at the top, and the architect has
chosen a gold color for those areas of
the windows.
In addition to recreate the beauty of the
original church, in which every
window was stained glass, we will be
able to install stained glass at the very
front of the church behind the altar. It
will appear something like this picture
which was photo-shopped prior to the
painting of the church and the addition
of the altar. The funds that you donated
have also helped to secure the triple
lancet stained glass window that will be
sent to Dominica very soon.
Special thanks to Jeff Hemm and the
Hemm Glass family for all of their
support in getting these window
coverings completed for the new
church. It could not have been done
without their expertise and dedication.

Thanks to all of you who have been so supportive of
this project through your donations and prayers. After
thirteen years of celebrating Mass in a tiny chapel, we
are helping our Twinning partners realize their goal of a
beautiful new church.
Bob Hartings & the Piqua Parishes Twinning Team
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Doughnuts & Coffee/Juice Sundays — April 2 & May 7
Sponsored by Family Life at each church and hosted by parish organizations, Doughnuts and
Coffee/Juice are available on the first Sunday of the month after the St. Mary 9am Mass and the
St. Boniface 11am Mass September—May. Thanks to all for attending and sharing fellowship.

Will Resume
in the Fall
September 3

Afternoon of Praise
Concert
May 21st at 3:00pm
St. Mary Church
Many talented
musicians from
both parishes
will be performing.
Please plan to attend.

SuperHero
Fun/5K Run
Sponsored by
CFEL & PCS
April 29
To Register: cantstoprunning.com

St. Boniface Feast Day Celebration—Tuesday, June 6
6:00pm—Mass; Followed by Sandwich Supper
Dining Hall / Fountain Park
Sponsored by St. B. Family Life Group
“Let Us Thank YOU for Your Support of Our Parishes”
Watch the Bulletin for Additional Details
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Happy Ordination
Anniversary
Father Tony Cutcher — May 15
St. Peter Catholic Church
6161 Chambersburg, Huber Heights,
45424—acutcher@saintpeterparish.org

Mother’s Day
Father’s Day

(May 14)
(June 18)

Best Wishes To
All of Our
MOMs & DADs!!!

Father Tom Mannebach — May 15
Good Shepherd Catholic Church
8815 E. Kemper, Cincinnati, 45249
fr.mannebach@good-shepherd.org

Father John Tonkin— May 21
St. Christopher Church
435 National Rd., Vandalia, 45377
jtonkin@stchristopheronline.com

Father Martin Fox — May 24
St. Remy Catholic Church
108 E. Main, Russia, 45363

pastor@stremychurch.com

Father Charles Caserta—May 29
406 “A” N. Main St., Union 45322

Father Thomas Bolte — June 14

Prayer Chain
To place a prayer request or be
added to the chain,
please contact
Gretchen Roeth, 778-0325
or groeth@woh.rr.com

Is Your Marriage
Hurting In Anyway?
Has your marriage grown cold, distant, unloving or
uncaring? Then please consider Retrouvaille
(ret’ ro-vi) – a program designed to help heal and
renew marriages.
Retrouvaille is for marriages that have lost some
of their spark, for marriages having difficulties
in communication, and even for those marriages on
the edge of separation or divorce.
The next program begins March 31,
April 1 and 2, 2017. For more
information call (800) 470-2230 or
log-on to Retrouvaille.org. Other
weekends and locations are available
–call for details.

Congratulations To All of Our 8th Grade, High School, & College Graduates

Graduating High School Seniors from St. Boniface and St. Mary Parishes will receive a
special blessing and gift from the Parish Family Life Groups at each of the Masses
celebrated on May 20 and May 21. Seniors will be asked to come forward for a
blessing from Father Tom and receive their gift. Reservations are not required,
and seniors may attend any of the Masses that week-end.
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Parish Notes
Deaths:

Baptisms:

“Our sympathy to the family members of
these parishioners who have been called to their
eternal reward.”

St. M.
Grant Oliver Valentine

St. B.

Son of Bradley & Megan Valentine

Charles F. Curtis (12/30/16)
Barbara A. “Barb” Smith (01/14/17)

(02/12/17)

Oliver Dean Cowan

Judith Smith (01/16/17)

Son of Michael & Sara Cowan

Ellen M. Burnside (02/23/17)

(02/26/17)

Edward M “Obie” Obringer (03/13/17)

Chloe Lynn Calvert

Rebecca Ault (03/15/17)

Daughter of Kyle Calvert & Lauren Taylor
(03/11/17)

St. M.
Julia C. “Judy” Dilworth (01/21/17)

St. B. None

Thomas X. Clinton (02/25/17)
Douglas Snyder (03/10/17)

Baptism/Confirmation:
St. M.

Right of Acceptance/Catechumenate:

Donald Ray Stephenson
Father of Reva Holtvolt

Jacob Hudgel, Olivia Hudgel
(02/19/17)

02/05/17

New

Members: “Our
welcomes/welcomes back . . .”

parish

family

Right of Welcome of Candidates:
Jill Hudgel, Dianna Burner, Terri Barhorst

St. M.: Information Unavailable
St. B.: Jerry & Lottie Grise and Isabella; Sarah
Guillozet and Racquel; Kenny & Kara Heitman and
Brice; Jeffrey Jacomet and Emma, Alex, Ava, &
Izabella

(02/19/17)
Please keep these individuals in your prayers as they
continue their faith journey towards reception
of the Sacraments this Easter.

IN RETROSPECT — Thanks, so much, to our contributors:
Adult Faith Formation, Barb Kohl; Afternoon of Praise, Judy Lohnes
Cursillo, Julie Tyler; Divine Mercy Sunday, Judy Lohnes; Dominica Update: Bob Hartings
Happy Hours-PCS Fundraiser, Sharon Semanie; Knight to Remember, Michael Knight, Renee Hemm
Lehman Catholic HS, James Harless, Melissa Safreed; Memorial Day Mass, Ben Zimmerman
Parish Notes/Dates, Theresa Henderson, Linda Richard, Judy Lohnes
Parishioner Plus, Ben Zimmerman; Piqua Catholic School, Cori Knapke
Reformation 500, Judy Lohnes; Reflections, Sylvia Piatt
Religious Education/Youth Ministry, Diane Mengos; Retrouvaille, Doug Luken
St. Boniface Family Life, Rose Hemm; St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee, Don Stonerock
St. Clara Ladies Society, Bonne Decknadel; St. Mary Altar Society, Janet Poling
St. Mary Festival/Lenten Fish Fries, Gretchen Roeth
We’d love to hear from you. Please submit items for ongoing features or send us your ideas
and suggestions. Thank you
Renee Hemm (778-1612—rhemm@danhemm.com) or Rose Hemm (778-8642—jnrhemm@yahoo.com).
The deadline for the Summer Issue is June 15.
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